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Written in Love to the Truth, and for the ſake 
thereof ,and in Love tomy Neighbours, 


Stephen Smiths» 


Firſt, 

( 7 und Jeſus heis Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
V and hath Power over all Fleſh, by whom 
| the World was made, who is Heir of all 
' things, and hath right of Goverament in the Hearts 
and Conſciences of all atk and over all the 


(2) 
Kingdoms of Men,the Right of ordaining & appoin- 
ting Miniſters being in him, andalſo in EvIng forth 
his Righteous Law and Commands in their Hearts, 
where he ought to reign, where his Miniſters 9 or- 
dained of him. are to wart, with their Minds itaid 
1n his Light, to receive of him: freely a Supply of 
Wiſdom and Power, and:to communicate from the 
ſame freely, and to be contented with what Proviſ- 
on the Lord is pleaſed: ro make for them ; and by 
him there being a Change of the Priefthood under 
that Covenant given unto MHeſes and the People of 
iſrael, there is made of Neceflity a Change alſo of 
the Law ; and foraſmuch as the Priefts in this Age, 
who are not ordained of Chriſt, do uphold thar 
which the Lord hath changed, therefore we do deny 
them, and that which they claim for their Main- 
[enance. ; 


IT. Theſe Prieſts being not ordained of Chrift, 
nor appointed to that Office by him, they therefore 
do uſurp that Authority, the which doth of Right 
belong to Chrift Jeſus, the which are prelumptious 
Sins, and therefore we do deny them. 


I TI. Theſe Priefts having denyed the Revelacion 
of Chriſt's Spirit now adayes, and ſet up the Letter 
and Law without above the Spirit and Law within, 
by which its plain and evident, that they are Stran- 
' gers to the great Love of God in his New Covenant, 
and being void of the' Knowledge of the Gift of 
God to the World, they have nothing bur Imagi- 


nations and Inventions of their own Brain-Study, 
and 


(3) 
and out of others Works and Labours, therefore we 
do-deny them. 


IV. They not being ordained of Chrift they 
bring forth no pleaſant Fruit, as is evident, bur be- 
ing ordained of Man, being Man-made Minifters, 
they are Men-plealers, ſono Servants of Chriſt Te- 
ſus, but of their own Bellies, and for the Sake there- 
of they are abominably greedy of filthy Lucre, and 


therefore we do deny them. 


V. They being out of the Way of the Lord, and 
Strangers thereunto,therefore they can be no Guides 
therein, having ſect vp Imagivrations and Devices in 
their own Hearts, they follow them in defrauding 
People, therefore we deny them, 


V I. Foraſmuch as Chriſt hath ſaid, Foh» x0. Af 
that ever came before me are Thieves and Robbers, or 
as it may be rendred, Al that go before him (Now 
mind) before Abraham was he was, and before the 
Prophets werehe was; {ſo the true Prophets they 
did not go before him, they waited for the Signihica- 
rion of Chriſt's Spirit, which was in them, the 
. which was their Foundation, and this was the Apo- 
ſtles Foundation, and the Believers in the Primitive 
Time were built upon the ſame, but the Thieves and 
Robbers were the falſe Prophets and Prieſts that 
came before him,who ſteal ho true Prophets words 
and uſe them in their Divination for Money, and 
Rewards, and FR for Hire, the which were 


wicked PraRices, teſtifiedngainſt and cryed out a- 
IE gainſt 


( 
gainft by the true Prophets ; among which wicked 
PraQtices we finding the Man-made Miniſters in this 
Ageand Generation, who go before Chriſt, and be- 
ing of that Number Chriit [eſus.ſpoke againſt there- 
ſor: do we deny them. 


V II. All take notice,that the Teftimony againſt 
Priefts that preach for Hire 1s nonew thing of rwen- 
ty or thirty years ſtanding, as ſome do vainly ima- 
gine ; thoſe Abominable PraCtices were teſtified a- 
gainſt by the true Prophets; read Micah 3. 1ſaich 
56. Fer. 5. Ezek,13. Hoſea 6. and read Chriſt's 
Teſtimony againſt Hirelings, Fehr 10. (and mind) 
all the Holy Men of Ged were and are of the ſame 
Mind. And for Prizſts and. People now adayes to 
pretend to Goſpel-Order and Goſpel-Dayes, and to 
live in the ſame, andif not worſe PraQtices then the 
Falſe Prophets, Priefts, Teachers and People, who 
were before the more powerful Manifeſtation of 
Chriſt in Fleſh, the Everlaſting Goſpel, who is the 
End of the Law for Righteouſneſs 10 all that l elieve , this 
is a very great Shame even to the Name of Chrif/a- 
rity, and the Falſe Teachers the Prieſts being the 
Leaders into theſe Abominations; therefore we do 
Deny them, 


VIII. Pawan Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, he did 
exhort the then Believers, To follow him as he was 
2 Follower of Chriſt, who ever was and is a bleſſed 
Leader out of Tranſgrefſion, out of Sin, and there- 
fore out of Strife and Contention , he taught and 
teaches to love Ecenies, for this Cauſe was and » 
the 


5 . 

the Love of God in his Son manifeſt in Fleſh, even 
to condemn Sin in the Fleſh, and to deſtroy the De- 
vils Works of Malice, Envy, Luſt, Pride, Excels, 
Covetouſneſs, Lying, Guile, Hypocriſie, Deceit, 
Fraud, Vain Worſhips, Vain Services, Perſecuti- 
on, and all other Abominatior.s that may be menti- 
oned ; the true and faithful Witneſs,cven the Light 
of his Holy Spirit in Mankind, never. did nor will 
aſſent unto any thing that is Evil. And foraſmuch 
as the Pricſts are led by another Spirit, and ated by 
another Spirit, as by thcir Fruits and PraQtices they 
are maniteſted, even to be led by the ſpirit of Cam, 
he being tl e firft Perſecutor about Religion ; and 
the Prieſts being in the ſame Steps of Perſecution, 
they may ſay if they will ſpeak truly, Beloved, be 
you Followers of us as we are Followers of our Fore- Fa- 
hers, Cain, the Falſe Prophets and Teachers in Ages 
paſt ; ny bringing forth the ſame Fruits, therefore 
of Neceſlity they. muſt ſpring from the ſame corrupt 
Ground and Root; and therefore let all the Wiſe in 
Heart judge, whether we have not Good Caule to 
Deny them. 


I X. It hath been fo from the Beginning, that 
He that was born after the Fleſh perſecuted him 
that was born after the Spirit, even ſo it 1s now ; 
& when we turned our Backs upon Ungodlineſs, & 
waited in the Grace of God, that we might live 
Godly and Righteoufly in this preſent Evil World, 
we did believe we might ſuffer by Unreaſonable 
Ungodly Men, who live exalted above the Grace 
of God, of which Number the Priefts are chief 
and therefore we do deny them, X, 


(6) 


XR. And whereas Chrift Jeſus, who is Lord of 
the Sabboth, did above Sixteen Hundred Years ago 
ſet up the Everlaſting Worſhip in the Spirit and 
Truth, -aad dire&ed all to take that for their Leader 
into all Truth, the Truth and bleſſed Effes 
whereof being witneſſed to the Praiſe of God this 
day, as it was in the primitive Time. And where- 
as the Man-made Miniſters of this Age and Genera- 
tion, who are not ordained nor ſent of Chrift Jeſus, 
do teach for Doarine the Commands of Men, and 
ſo Workhip in vain, and by their Traditions and 
Vain Cuſtoms they have excluded that Worſhip 
in Spirit and Truth, the which Chriſt Jeſus (er up; 
therefore we do Deny them. . 


X I. Whereas the Man-made Miniſters now adays 
do make that their Plea for their Perſecution and 
Wickedneſs, they have 4 Law, fo ſaid their Fore- 
:Fathers, the Scribes, Phariſees and Chief Prieſts, 
who crucified Chriſt, they faid, They had 4 Law: 
and what Perſecutors about Religion ſince Cain had 
not ſome ſeeming Pretence and Covering ? though 
:3ndeed thele in this Generation do excel 1n rare Arts 
and Coverings to hide their Wicked Bloody Spirit 
- of Perſecution under ; but he is riſen and come that 
Fees through them, and teaches his Followers to de- 
-ny them; and therefore we do'deny them, 


XII. And we do commend theReader for his 
Full and compleat SatisfaQtion about the Ground and 
ſerting-up of Tythes, ſince the Goſpel dayes, unto 


a 


(2) 

2 Book entituled, The ws Caſe of Tythes Revives, 
by Francis Howgil, who Dyed a Priloner for the Te- 
ſtimony of Jeſus; in that Book are all Reaſonable 
Objections clearly anſwered, and there is clearly 
ſhewn, what a dark Night of Apoſtacy was over 
People when Tyrhes were ſect up by a Law, and 
how many Hundred Years it was afterChrift before 
that groſs Ignorancs was uſhered 1n.in making Laws 
to Perſecute and Compel about Tythes. 

And unto all we do ſignifie, That we have hopes in 

our Lord & Maſter ,Ghriſt Feſ::,our Saviour that he will 
maintain 1« by his Grace,and ſupply 1: out of his Fulneſs 
of Wiſdom and Power to live godly, ſoberly and righte- 
ouſly in thu preſent life, giving no juſt Cauſe of Offence to 
any, but in all things to live an innocent harmleſs Life, 
keepin? our Eonſcience void of Offence, both before God 
and all men: Andif any that may be among ts, and pro- 
feſs to own our Principle, ſhould do otherwiſe then Right 
and 7 uſt.let none be ſoraſh as to condemn our juſt Princi- 
ple, or thoſe that live init, becauſe of the Unfaithfulzeſs 
of ore that may make ſome Profeſſion of it, and not live 
up toit : Awad we ao pray for all in Authr't». that the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth may pour out his Spirit of 
Tudement & Wiſdom upon them.that they may ve opened, 
and the Nobility of their Underſtandings nay be cleared 
from Darkneſs and Error, that they nay diſcern fetweer 
the Precious and the Vile, and that they may be for the 
Puniſhment of thews that do Evil, and for the Praiſe of 
them that do well, | 


The 16th of the 1ſt 
Moneth, 1676, 


THE END. 


